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Pastor’s Message 

Youth Group:  4th—8th Grades 

I attended a planning meeting for a collaborative Youth Group at Grace 

Urban Church in Tacoma.  This Youth Group organized last year with pas-

tors and volunteers from seven churches (including Fircrest Presbyteri-

an).  Over twenty youth have been attending each week. 

Youth Group is open to youth ages 4—8th grade, and high school youth 

are invited to a leadership role.  There is pizza every week, and youth 

engage in conversations about God through peer fellowship, small group 

discussion, and lots of active games, service projects, and a weekend 

retreat in May. 

Youth Group is currently funded by a grant from the Presbytery of Olym-

pia and led by KayAnna League (a staff member of Bethany Presbyterian 

Church).  At least one of the church pastors is present each week, along 

with many other adult volunteers.  The goals, leadership, and theology 

are all good. 

I will be a regular attendee and we also need one adult lay volunteer to 

assist with activities and discussion each Sunday.  That role can be rotat-

ed by several adults; I just need your full name and birth date for a back-

ground check. 

Some of our youth at Redeemer are approaching Confirmation age: 
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Worship:  8:00am 

StoryKeepers & Bible Study: 9:15am 

Worship: 10:30am 

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY 



Sarah Vatne—Young Adult in Global Ministry 

Serving in Southern Africa.  From:  Pacific, WA 

Places she calls home:  Messiah Lutheran in Auburn, WA; Flathead Lutheran Bible 

Camp in Lakeside, MT. 

Pastor Greg has known Sarah “since she was 4 years old” at Messiah Lutheran in 

Auburn.  We are proud to support her with our benevolences. 

Empowering Life, a ministry at the Washington Correction Center for Women at 
Purdy, sponsors a Bible Study using WELCA’s Gather Magazine.  The women are in corre-
spondence with Redeemer women who have undertaken pen pal letter exchanges with several 
of them. 

See our Young Adult in Global Ministry missionary sponsorship . . . Sarah Vatne from Mes-
siah Lutheran in Auburn . . . On the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  If you’d like to 
read more about YAGM-SA Program Blog, go to: www.yagmsa.wordpress.com. 

Redeemer volunteers will serve at the Northwest FISH Food Bank on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 8th and Saturday, February 11th, 2017.  Please consider whether you might serve for 
4 1/2 hours on a Wednesday or a Saturday every 6 weeks, and join in this rewarding min-
istry.  Contact Pat Soderberg or Tracy Keil if interested. 

Elderly and physically-challenged individuals in your community are in need of in-home care as-
sistance.  Catholic Community Services is seeking caring, compassionate people to help meet 
this need.  Full time, part time, overnight and live-in positions are available.  Starting pay 
$13.50-$15.75/hour.  M ileage reimbursement, medical/ dental/ vision, paid leave 
and paid training (including state certification fees).  For more information, call 253-502-2723. 



Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Monday Night Bible Study w ill meet at 7pm on Mondays, February 13th 
and 27th in the church conference room.  We will continue a four-month Reformation anniver-
sary Bible study on “Galatians: Christian faith and Christian freedom.”  Luther’s reformation 
was centered in the doctrine of justification by grace through faith for Christ’s sake, which he 
saw as the heart of Paul’s letter to the Christians in Galatia.  It is also the heart of Paul’s—
and—Luther’s message for us today.  All women are welcome.  Please call Dee Ulseth (253) 
564-0576 for more information. 

Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for the donation you made to Family Housing Network.  Your generous donation of 
$312.50 supports the work we do with families and military veterans experiencing homeless-
ness in our region.  With the help of private donations such as yours, we are able to continue 
to serve the neediest families in our community. 

Alan M. Brown, Housing Services Director 

Dear Friends at Redeemer Lutheran Letter, 

Thank you for your generous gift of Mission Quilts for Lutheran World Relief’s distribution over-
seas.  These gifts of your hearts and hands are beautiful expressions of God’s grace and love to 
people all around the world. 

Your quilts and kits provide important necessities to our neighbors around the world, and serve 
as reminders that they are not alone or forgotten.  In the second part of 2016, we also shipped 
quilts and kits to Georgia, Angola, Thailand, Pakistan, Mali and Burkina Faso.  On behalf of our 
neighbors in villages, schools, hospitals and refugee camps around the world, I extend deepest 
thanks for your contribution, and pray God’s richest blessings on your life and work! 

In Christ, Melanie W. Gibbons, Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager, LWR 

Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

What a difference you made!  You helped to ensure that those seeking help didn ’t 
have to go to bed hungry.  You put food on the tables of your struggling neighbors.  From the 
bottom of our heart, we thank you. 

Your generous giving in 2016, totaling $2,535, meant that nutritious food got to the tables of 
those who needed it most.  It also means that 2017 starts off with hope and gratefulness for 
FISH clients. 

Gratefully,  Sue Potter, Executive Director, FISH Food Banks of Pierce County 



Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 

information about our 

worship services and 

programs.  

 

Redeemer Lutheran 

Church 

 

1001 Princeton St. 

Fircrest, WA 98466 

(253) 564-5053 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.redeemerlc.org 

 

Like us on Facebook 
 

Pastor’s Message 

(Continued from page 1) 

7th—8th grades.  Youth Group will be an important part of that experience.  I will 

also lead Sunday morning Confirmation classes here at Redeemer, and require 10 

“worship notes” and 1 individual faith project. 

In order to connect our youth with the National ELCA Youth Gatherings and activi-

ties, we will likely team up with St. Marks and/or other nearby ELCA congrega-

tions.  Collaboration will open up a great variety of resources and experiences. 

Please consider, assist, encourage and pray! 

If you are able to attend—with me— on February 12th, please let me know!  You 

do not have to have a child involved to volunteer! 

 

Pastor Greg Kaurin 

A Thank You Note 

I and my family wish to thank our Redeemer Family for all the cards, phone calls, memori-
als, love, prayers, and concern during Bert’s illness and passing. 

A special thank you to Pastor Greg for his hospital visits and loving care during this time. 

Care Team, you are so special!  What would our Redeemer Family do without you? 

In Christ’s Love, 
Betty Larson 

Dear Pastor Kaurin and Members of the Congregation, 

Thank you for stepping up and contributing $362.50 in 2016 to the solutions we seek for pov-
erty and homelessness in our communities. 

Last year, we screened more than 10,000 households who were experiencing or expecting to 
be homeless.  Because of your generous support, tremendous changes are happening in the 
lives of people Associated Ministries touches and you are the source of wonderful possibilities 
for them. 

Sincerely, Michael A. Yoder, Executive Director, Associated Ministries 



Dear Redeemer Friends, 

Thank you so much for your generous donation of $846 to Caring for Kids.  We work every 
day to help our kids and families in need.  With your help, we will make a difference! 

This year’s Holiday Fair helped 683 families in need.  We had 165+ volunteers to help us set-
up on Friday night and assemble the baskets for the families on Saturday.  Along with their gift 
basket, each family also received a ham and potatoes.  Our work did not end on Saturday as 
we continued to help families up until Christmas Eve. 

On the following Thursday, we took two van loads of gifts to support the Springbrook Connec-
tion Christmas Give-Away Celebration.  We also delivered color books to the Fish Food truck 
that services Tillicum and Woodbrook.  Tillicum Community Center had already picked-up their 
color books.  We made a second delivery to the Fish Food Bank at the Methodist Church, who 
serves about 800 people a month.  WIC also received its third round of color books and cray-
ons.  On Saturday with temperatures in the twenties, we cooked chili and brought bread and 
gifts for everyone at the Food Connection food truck’s three stops.  This has been something 
we have been doing for many years. 

The clothing bank continues to distribute clothing daily.  Coats are in great demands with 19 
coats going out in just one day.  Emergency food 120 in one day!  We have a wonderful group 
of volunteers who work four days a week. 

As soon as Christmas is over, the pressure is on to prepare for our major fundraiser, the 
“Happy Hearts” Dinner Auction on February 4th.  We only received half of the money from the 
Lakewood City grant application that funds our Ready to Learn Fair.  This makes the auction 
more important than ever. 

Once again, thank you! 

With Love, 

Diane Formoso, Founder/Executive Director 

Dear Rev. Kaurin, 

Residents at Tacoma Lutheran Retirement Community are on the move!  They are eagerly 
awaiting the delivery of the first brand-new bus this month, to be followed by the second one 
soon thereafter.  Your gifts make all of this possible.  This year gifts purchased two new bus-
ses.  Past donations built the Edwards Plaza, Arneklev Garden, and Chihuly Family Art Center 
among other improvements.  Of course, donations help employees go to school through the 
Employee Scholarship Fund, provide a huge variety of activities through Life Enrichment, and 
gifts to the Resident Assistance Fund are always so appreciated.  It is such a pleasure to 
thank you for your support.  I know our residents are so grateful for your support too. 

Warmest regards, Robin Ann Echtle, Executive Director, TLRC Foundation 



Simplicity and Service 
By Sarah Adam 
Sarah Adam holds a degree in Communication Studies from Concordia College in Moorhead, 
MN.  After graduation, Sarah participated in two ELCA full-time volunteer programs:  Young 
Adults in Global Mission in Madagascar and Urban Servant Corps in Denver, CO.  She currently 
lives in Denver and serves as the Community Life Coordinator for Urban Servant Corps. 
 
In the heart of one of the most gentrified and expensive neighborhoods in Denver, Colorado, 
an old mansion houses nine full-time volunteers living on $75 per month.  These volunteers 
come from all over the United States to the affluent city of Denver to practice simplicity, live 
intentionally with strangers, and work full-time at a nonprofit … for free. 
Originally designed almost 30 years ago as a residence for Christian Communities, Urban Serv-
ant Corps has shifted throughout the years and is now a home for those who have been called 
to a year of full-time volunteer service.  People from a wide range of backgrounds and experi-
ences come together and are united by their commitment to a year of simplicity and service 
together.  Four core tenets frame the Urban Servant Corps experience: 
1.  Spirituality 
2.  Simplicity 
3.  Intentional Community 
4.  Service 
These four tenets may be emphasized in a year of service but are also great guidelines for liv-
ing a life of stewardship.  The gospels are saturated with these tenets.  When Jesus gathers his 
earliest disciples, he calls them from their own individual journeys and into community.  In this 
new context of fellowship, the disciples grow into life together:  sharing meals, traveling, partic-
ipating in intentional dialogue, and living with common purpose. 
As Christ’s earliest followers find their lives increasingly intertwined, they leave behind comfort, 
support, and stability.  At times the disciples are called to abandon their reliance on personal 
belongings, family members, jobs, and support networks.  In place of this standard notion of 
stability, this community roams from town to town and depends on the hospitality of its neigh-
bors for basic needs.  This is radical simplicity. 
Their journeys are marked by an intense spiritual framework as they believe, doubt, question, 
and fear, remaining present with Jesus.  They embark on lives of service, healing, and justice 
towards those most in need. 
Ultimately, Christ’s call is not simply to do a year (or even a couple years) of service, but to live 
a full life of service, committed to seeking justice and the healing in the world.  While it may 
not be feasible for everyone to drop their nets and come to Urban Servant Corps (or other year
-long volunteer programs), it is still possible to lean into these values in everyday life. 
Here’s a handful of suggestions for living out these values in your own life: 
 Add a spiritual practice that works for you -- five minutes of centering prayer every day, 

practice mindfulness, a general “slowing down” of daily life. 
 Be intentional and thoughtful about what you purchase and where it comes from -- are the 

companies you support focused on sustainability?  Do they encourage the success of their 
employees? 

 Challenge yourself to add simplicity to your lifestyle -- take the bus or ride your bike rather 
than drive, use reusable napkins at home (reduces waste, plus … it feels fancy), keep a 
gratitude journal. 

 Invite community into your daily life -- cook with loved ones, tell stories rather than watch 
TV, ask meaningful questions. 

In a culture that is often individualistic and driven by convenience, these practices might be 
challenging or even seem impossible at times, and that’s okay.  As we participate in God’s king-
dom, we may be surprised to discover a life of abundance in the midst radical simplicity and 
hospitality.  Even our most minimal attempts at simple living can be surprisingly life-giving, call-
ing us ever deeper into a life of stewardship and love. 
 

Randy Olson 

http://send.luthersem.edu/t/l?ssid=13694&subscriber_id=attnqarlcjapuwqoysvoxfgdvmlrbci&delivery_id=abgbcaouijwamoudxcrcwqmahtvjblh&td=bXCe-VvdH_QDf2cjKactlgBfHs_hVxUGNkadEtUIZsRFjcShN58dEPdZhQDu_Ih3m_y6HxNSMLJaw18phFJ7aBBTxVhoj52Z3mSa2AH_v77JJbpLYKiEI7Sn_oRsg


Redeemer Lutheran Church Worship Assistants February 2017 

Celebrations & Announcements Birthdays 

2nd Judy Carson 
3rd Randy Olson 
4th Dixie Bame 
8th Rhonda Zieg 
8th Julie Elmer 
9th Lorna Booth 
9th Anna-Liisa Mayor 
10th David Russell 
11th Pat Drangstveit 
13th Pat Ditter 
14th Katelyn Griswold 
14th Pastor Greg Kaurin 
17th Pat Soderberg 
17th Erin Jamison 
20th Kaylee Vano 
21st Colin Zieg 
25th Hanya Gore 
26th Linda Napier 
 

The birthday dinner for the month of February will be 

held on Thursday, February 16th at 6:00pm at The 

Cloverleaf, 6430 6th Avenue, Tacoma. Please call 

Kay Rozmyn at (253) 752-7205 to reserve your 

spot,  

Altar Guild Dianna Cox 

  
2/5 2/12 2/19 2/26 

Liturgist 8:00am 

10:30 am 

Bob Zieg 

Randy Olson 

Kathryn Nelson-
Johnson 

Steve Cox 

Dave Harshman 

Linda Hofstad 

Bob Zieg 

John Vano 

Deacon 8:00am 

10:30 am 

Marcia Wright 

Sonya Purkey 

Elaine Erickson 

Marcy Brown 

Louise Allen 

Jan Caruso 

Jackie Face 

Linda Napier 

Reader 8:00 am 

10:30 am 

John Healey 

Jan Olson 

Betty Hansen 

Jennie Vano 

Marilyn Lewis 

Cindy Bonaro 

Tracy Keil 

Phyllis Bjorkman 

Greeter 10:30 am Margaret Couden Marilyn Kinder David Corner Marilyn Botts 

Ushers 8:00am 

 

10:30 am 

Les Gallamore/Jen 

Butler 

D & K Rozmyn 

Tom Hansen/Dave 

Harshman 

G & D Ulseth 

Ed Formoso/Ron 

Hoggatt 

Pat Soderberg/

Frank Bonaro 

George Frazier/

John Healey 

Marcy Brown/

Margaret Couden 

Fellowship 8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Elaine Erickson 

Dee Ulseth 

Lorna Booth 

Lynn Creighton/

Gloria Finkbeiner 

Betty Hansen 

Bonnie Blair/Lori 

Swofford 

Marcia Wright 

Sonya Purkey 

Counter  Bonnie Blair Jan Cox Frank Bonaro John Vano 

Welcome 

Team 

 Phyllis Bjorkman/

David Corner 

Gary & Dee 

Ulseth 

Pat Soderberg/

Gail Dougherty 

Phyllis Bjorkman/

David Corner 

Bread  Jackie Face Jackie Face Linda Hofstad Linda Hofstad 



Redeemer Lutheran Church February 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

   1 

3:30pm Girl 

Scouts 

2 

10:30am Bible 

Study 

5:15pm Al-Anon 

8:00pm AA 

3 

3:00pm Staff 

Planning 

Meeting 

4 

Altar Guild 

11:00 Pen Pals 

Meeting 

6:00pm AA 

Meeting 

5 

8:00am Wor-

ship 

9:15am Bible 

Study & Story—

Keepers 

10:30am Wor-

ship 

6 

Church office 

closed 

5:30pm Al-

Anon 

7 

 

8 

1130am Food  

Bank 

 

9 

10:30am Bible 

Study 

5:15pm Al-Anon 

8:00pm AA 

10 

10:30am Staff 

Planning 

Meeting 

11 

Altar Guild 

10:30am Food 

Bank 

6:00pm Swing-

in’ Under the 

Stars 

12 

8:00am Worship 

9:15am Bible 

Study & Story-

Keepers 

10:30am Wor-

ship 

4:30pm Youth 

Group 

13 

Church office 

closed 

5:30pm Al-

Anon 

7:00pm Wom-

en’s Bible Study 

14 Valentine’s 

Day 

7pm Executive 

Meeting 

15 

3:30pm Girl 

Scouts 

16 

10:30am Bible 

Study 

5:15pm Al-Anon 

6:00pm Birthday 

Dinner 

8:00pm AA 

17 

3:00pm Staff 

Planning 

Meeting 

18 

Altar Guild 

6:00pm AA 

Meeting 

19 

8:00am Wor-

ship 

9:15am Bible 

Study & Story-

Keepers 

10:30am Wor-

ship 

20 

Church office 

closed 

5:30pm Al-

Anon 

21 

7:00pm Council 

Meeting 

22 

 

23 

10:30am Bible 

Study 

5:15pm Al-Anon 

8:00pm AA 

24 

10:30am Staff 

Planning 

Meeting 

25 

Altar Guild 

6:00pm AA 

Meeting 

26 Transfigura-

tion Sunday 

8:00am Worship 

9:15am Bible 

Study & Story-

Keepers 

1030am Worship 

27 

Church office 

closed 

5:30pm Al-

Anon 

7:00pm Wom-

en’s Bible Study 

28 

 

    


