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Pastor’s Message 

I had just turned from Ernest S. Brazil St. onto Yakima when a woman 

stepped off the curb.  We saw each other and—although it wasn’t a 

crosswalk—I waved her across.  She smiled and mouthed, “Thank you.”  

Then, as I started to turn left onto S. 13th, a fellow was walking across 

the intersection.  I saw him in plenty of time, but it was still close enough 

that he glared at me while he finished his crossing.  Fair enough, that was 

my mistake.  As I drove on, I thought about this.  I had encountered two 

people within 20 seconds, and each of them surely came away with com-

pletely different impressions of this bearded guy behind the wheel:  Pa-

tient, careful, polite?  Impatient, careless, and/or rude? 

We do form quick impressions like this.  If we have the chance to get to 

know someone more, that impression may jump around until it forms a 

more general, if complicated, “whole”  At some point, we might even say 

that we “know” someone.  There comes a time that we may have even 

“characterized” them.  Unfortunately, it’s easy at that point to stop lis-

tening or getting to know them better.  We assume that we know or 

have seen enough.  It’s important to stay interested and curious about 

people.  In the meantime, (following the Luther’s explanation of the 

commandment, “You shall not bear false witness”) whenever possible 

we are asked to put the best construct on our neighbor’s actions, mo-

tives or intentions.  I add that we need to stay humble about our own 

assumptions and impressions. 
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Redeemer is a community of believers together making Christ known, sharing in faith, life and service.   January 2017 

Redeemer Lutheran Church - Fircrest, WA 

Jan 1st and 29nd:  One Service 10 am 

Jan 8, 15, 22:  Worship:  8:00am 

StoryKeepers & Bible Study: 9:15am 

Worship: 10:30am 

Annual Congregational Meeting— 

Jan 29, 11:30 am 

Happy New Year 

2017 



Sarah Vatne—Young Adult in Global Ministry 

Serving in Southern Africa.  From:  Pacific, WA 

Places she calls home:  Messiah Lutheran in Auburn, WA; Flathead Lutheran Bible 

Camp in Lakeside, MT. 

Pastor Greg has known Sarah “since she was 4 years old” at Messiah Lutheran in 

Auburn.  We are proud to support her with our benevolences. 

Knotty Ladies 

Those Knotty Ladies are at it again!  We will meet on Monday, January 23rd from 11-1 to make 

tie quilts.  Please bring your lunch.  Coffee and dessert provided.  All are welcome to join us.  

No experience necessary. 

Property Update 

There was a work party on November 19th to wrap-up a few items on the ToDo List.  We 

were able to repair the front door to the offices and clean out the office closet which then 

gave us room to put a few things that were stored in Brad’s office.  A new door was in-

stalled in Brad’s office and a light switch put next to the door.  Pastor Greg’s office was 

painted and window coverings will be installed by the time of this report.  Paints in the 

basement were organized as well. 

Plans are now being made to put a committee together that will discuss and explore the 

possibilities for remodeling the basement to meet our future goals.  This committee will 

begin scheduled meetings beginning in January. 

Thanks to all for decorating the church for Christmas.  Especially thank you to Brenda for 

getting the lighting and decorating organized and making this happen! 

Lenten Devotions 

We welcome reflections, photos/images and prayers — from all ages.  Please submit using this 

format:  Name, Age (if child), scripture verse, story/poem/reflection, prayer.  If possible, please 

email them to church (secretary@redeemerlc.org).  If email is not possible, you may hand write 

and leave in Brenda’s mail box in the Fellowship Hall.  We need 40 devotions by FEBRUARY 

13TH.  Ash Wednesday is March 1st.  Redeemer has not published a Lenten Devotional book in 

a number of years and it has been missed.  Won’t you take a minute to talk to God and see what 

the two of you can come up with?  If you have any questions/suggestions, please call either Bren-

da Hauge (565-9553) or Dee Ulseth (564-0576). 



Social Ministries 

Redeemer, along with 5 other churches, collected items to fill gallon-sized Ziploc bags to be 
distributed to clients in January at NW Fish Food Bank.  We delivered a large box full of these 
donated hygiene items to Zion Lutheran Church, where young people gathered for a regional 
youth gathering will fill the bags for distribution.  Our volunteers served at the Food Bank on 
December 28th and 31st, 2016.  Volunteers included Phyllis Bjorkman, Nancy Cook, Ed For-
moso, John Healey, Tracy Keil, Pat Soderberg, and Gary Ulseth.  Contact Tracy Keil or Pat 
Soderberg if interested in helping February 8th or 11th. 

Empowering Life, a ministry at the Washington Correction Center for Women in PUdy, 
sponsors a Bible Study using WELCA’s Gather Magazine.  The women are in correspondence 
with Redeemer women who have undertaken pen pal letter exchanges with several of them. 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Monday Night Bible Study will meet at 7pm on Mondays, January 9th and 23rd 

in the church conference room.  Kit Kleinhans, a professor at Wartburg College in Waverly, Io-

wa, will share a four-session Reformation anniversary Bible study on “Galatians:  Christian faith 

and Christian freedom.”  “Biblical scholars describe Paul’s letter to the Galatians as the Magna 

Carta of Christian freedom,” Kleinhans writes.  “Martin Luther called it ‘my Katie von Bora.’   

Like his marriage to Katie, Luther’s relationship with Galatians was a rich and lasting one:  over 

a period of 20 years, he published six commentaries on the epistle.  Luther’s reformation was 

centered in the doctrine of justification by grace through faith for Christ’s sake, which he saw as 

the heart of Paul’s letter to the Christians in Galatia.  It is also the heart of Paul’s—and—

Luther’s message for us today.”  All women are welcome.  Please call Dee Ulseth at (253) 564-

0576 for more information. 

Save the Date 

May 19—21st, 2017 SW WA WELCA Spring Retreat.  Early Registration $180.00 closes Janu-

ary 1st.  After that $195.00.  For further information, see poster and registration forms on bulletin 

board in Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you for all the love, support and cards you have given to Meta and to me as we moved 

from our November engagement to our marriage on December 17. Meta has another month of 

classes in Portland. In February, she will be doing her proceptorship in the Tacoma area, and 

graduating in April. We are planning a Blessing of a Marriage Ceremony at Redeemer on Satur-

day, May 27. Bishop Rich Jaech of the SW Washington Synod has agreed to preside. We hope 

that many of you will be able join us!  -Pastor Greg  
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Pastor’s Message 

(Continued from page 1) 

Let’s apply this to our community.  We may “know” our neighborhoods or towns, 

but for many reasons our impression are probably incomplete.  Are there groups, 

issues or needs that we are unaware of?  New changes?  We’ve been in our 

neighborhoods, walked in the parks, served on PTA, been in civic groups, helped 

in food banks and on compassion projects.  So, we do know a few things, each of 

us, individually.  There are also plenty of things we could learn about Fircrest, 

University Place and Tacoma. 

On January 22nd, 1-3pm—in the name of mission development—several of us 

will continue our collaboration with a few Fircrest Presbyterian members, as we 

begin to do exactly this:  discuss what we know or have learned about our com-

munity, and then begin listing what we don’t know and identifying with whom we 

can talk to in order to learn more.  From there, we will begin a modest communi-

ty study.  There are plenty of things that Redeemer does and could do for our 

community.  However, rather than throwing spaghetti strands at it, or assuming 

that we know what our communities are like and what they need, in 2017, we 

will be asking and listening to them and to God. 

If you are interested in being a part of this group of four from Redeemer, please 

let me know! 

Joyfully, Pastor Greg Kaurin 

A Big Thank You! 

Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

Where do I even begin?  When I met up with you on Wednesday, I thought that was the most 

amazing day of my entire year.  Then I got home and asked my girls to come out and help me 

take everything in the house, when they came out and opened the car door, the look on their 

faces was one I unfortunately haven’t see in a long while.  They both were like, “Oh, mama, this 

is going to be the best Christmas ever!”  Then they couldn’t even wait.  At midnight Christmas 

Day, there were:  “mama, mama, please it’s Christmas!”  So I let them open their gifts.  The 

looks on my babies’ faces, the joy, excitement and happiness on their faces was priceless.  And 

all of this is because of you and your wonderful heart and the wonderful hearts of your congre-

gation.  I don’t even know how to explain how I feel and what you all have done for my family 

and I.  The best way I can think to explain is kinda like Pac Man.  You know when a ghost hits 

him and he looses all his strength and power?  That’s how I’ve felt this year and then he gets a 

power pellet — that would be all of you wonderful people — and all of his power and strength is 

returned.  You all are my power pellet and not only have you given me power and strength, you 

have restored my faith, hope and kindness in people.  I was feeling so low and dropped to my 

knees so many times, praying and letting God know I need help, please help me.  And he sent 

me all of you.  I can’t thank you enough for all of the blessings you have blessed us with but 

from the bottom of my heart, thank you all so very much for restoring me.  Bless each and every 

one of you.  Thank you so much. 

Your grateful Christmas family 



A Note of Thanks 

Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

In August, 89 new Lutheran Volunteers embarked on their year of service.  I wish you could have 
seen them as they met their new housemates and began conversations with each other about 
living in community, working for social justice, and living simply and sustainably.  The energy and 
vibrancy among the volunteers was palpable, and their desire to work for justice is immense.  
They are going to do great work this year! 

For more than 35 years, donors like you have helped the Lutheran Volunteer Corps (LVC) sup-
posed over 2,500 Volunteers during their transformational year-long journey.  Your gift allows us 
to match bright young adults with organizations making a significant impact in the social justice 
movement. 

We are so grateful for your gift of $105.74 to LVC, which we received on 10/6/2016. 

On behalf of the entire LVC community, thank you! 

Katie Schroeder, Director of Advancement 

A Delayed Thank You 

Pastor Greg, 

“Thank you” to you and Redeemer for your Living Stones visit and LS180 backpack donations.  
Your going the “extra mile” to donate supplies and be our guests is greatly appreciated.  Your 
actions are a tangible expression of God’s grace that means more than words can express.  It 
was wonderful to have you attend Living Stones, you are a blessing and I pray you will be 
blessed.  We are all in this together! 

Gratefully, 

Rev. Norman P. Arnold, III 

Pastor/Mission Developer, Living Stones Prison Congregation 

Thank You 

Dear Pastor Kaurin, 

During this season of gratitude, we at Family Housing Network would like to take the time to 
thank you—our Shelter Host Sites for the many hours of volunteer time, meal preparation, facility 
space, and love and compassion you give to the families that stay in our shelters network.  With-
out you, our shelter program would not exist.  We do not always take the time to slow down and 
sincerely thank the churches and schools and other organizations that are Family Housing Net-
work shelter.  So from the bottom of our hearts—thank you! 

We wish you a blessed Christmas and New Year. 

Alan Brown, Housing Services Director, Family Housing Network 



Thoughts on Discipleship, Stewardship, and the Christian 

Life 

From Steve Oelschlager, Stewardship Program Coordinator, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America 

Do you think that God’s desire for us and the world is just an incremental alleviation of misery 

and suffering (to fix what is broken), or does God want something better — like to see lives and 

communities that flourish, thrive, and are teeming with possibility?  Asked another way, is God 

only interested in helping people move from a –6 to –2 on a hypothetical well-being scale, or 

does God also desire growth from say +2 to +6? 

It’s interesting to me that a nascent branch of psychology — called positive psychology — is 

now asking a similar question:  Is psychology’s only offering to help mitigate dysfunction, or can 

psychology help multiply what makes life good and worth living? 

Whether we are talking about psychology or theology, the distinction between framing every-

thing as broken and a problem to be solved, as opposed to goodness that can be nurtured and 

multiplied, seems intriguing and worth exploring.  It turns out that factors for whole-hearted living 

identified by positive psychology have significant overlap with themes from stewardship, disci-

pleship, faith and religion.  Are you surprised that love, hope, gratitude, generosity, compassion, 

forgiveness, justice and humility do wonders to germinate goodness in life?  Was it just a coinci-

dence that Jesus emphasized these same things when he talked about the kingdom of God? 

God’s love, goodness and blessing have been part of all creation from the very beginning and 

flow through it abundantly, including each one of us.  While stewardship practices can be under-

stood as a response to those blessings, I think it can be inspiring to also see those practices as 

ways that God invites us into a life that truly is life, so we can be multipliers of that goodness 

and trusted partners and co-creators with God of a better world. 

We are a church that is energized by lively engagement in our faith and life.  Thank you for do-

ing God’s work with a faithful, generous heart! 

Have You Completed Your Estimate of Giving for 

2017? 

Most of the members of Redeemer completed an Estimate of Giving in early December, but we 

are still waiting for some of you to do that.  As part of our Walk with Jesus, we generously sup-

port our life together at Redeemer.  Please pick up an Estimate of Giving form from the Church 

Office and return it quickly so those preparing the 2017 budget will know the level of financial 

support to expect.  Thank you!  (You can also call the church office (564-5053) and give the in-

formation to Kathi, who will pass it on to our Financial Secretary.) 



Redeemer Lutheran Church Worship Assistants January 2017 

Celebrations & Announcements Birthdays 

5th Charla Johnson 
6th Brad Hagen 
7th Phyllis Bjorkman 
13th Dave Hatley 
13th Conrad Keil 
13th Doug Frieze 
15th Max Mueller 
16th Emma Zieg 
18th By Ellingson 
19th Mark Trolia 
22nd Hayeson Zieg 
23rd Ona Burbridge 
25th Nathan Cox 
31st Colton Norem 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

26th Bob & Rhonda Zieg 

 

The birthday dinner for the month of January will be 

held on Thursday January 19th at 6:00pm at Impe-

rial Dragon, 6805 6th Avenue, Tacoma. Please call 

Dee Ulseth at (253) 564-0576 to reserve your spot,  

Altar Guild Thelma Darsow, Shirley Winsley, Lorna Booth 

  
1/1 1/8 1/15 1/22 1/29 

Liturgist 8:00am 

10:30 am 

10:00 Service-

Brenda Hauge 

K. Nelson-Johnson 

Randy Olson 

Bob Zieg 

Steve Cox 

Dave Harshman 

John Vano 

10:00 Service-

Linda Hofstad 

Deacon 8:00am 

10:30 am 

Jackie Face Elaine Erickson 

Marcy Brown 

Colleen Regan 

Jan Caruso 

Betty Hansen 

Linda Napier 

Kay Rozmyn 

Reader 8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Tracy Keil Janet Turnbull 

Jan Olson 

Marilyn Lewis 

Phyllis Bjorkman 

Hanya Gore 

Gail Dougherty 

Cindy Bonaro 

Greeter 8:00 am 

10:30 am 

David Corner  

Marilyn Botts 

 

Marilyn Kinder 

 

David Corner 

 

Pat Soderberg 

Ushers 8:00am 

10:30 am 

D. & K. Rozmyn T. Hansen/D. 

Harshman 

G. & D. Ulseth 

E. Formoso/R. 

Hoggatt 

M. & L. Swofford 

G. Frazier/J. Hea-

ley 

M. Brown/M. 

Couden 

L. Gallamore/G. 

Ulseth 

Fellowship 8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Sonya Purkey T. Keil/S. Norman 

M. Brown/K. 

Rozmyn 

Cindy Rose 

P. Soderberg/G. 

Dougherty 

Marilyn Lewis 

G. Abbott/M. 

Botts 

 

Counter  Jan Cox Bonnie Blair M. & L. Swofford John Vano Frank Bonaro 

Welcome 

Team 

10:30 am Brenda Hauge P. Bjorkman/D. 

Corner 

G. & D. Ulseth P. Soderberg/G. 

Dougherty 

Brenda Hauge 

Bread  N/A N/A N/A Linda Hofstad Linda Hofstad 

Happy Birthday! 



Redeemer Lutheran Church January 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

1 New Years 

Day 

10am Worship 

2 

Church Office 

Closed 

530pm Al Anon 

3 

Church Office 

Closed 

4 

7pm Choir Prac-

tice 

5 

10:30am Bible 

Study 

5:15pm Al-Anon 

8:00pm AA 

6 

3pm M & W 

Planning 

Meeting 

7 

Altar Guild 

6:00pm AA 

Meeting 

8 Epiphany 

8:00am Wor-

ship 

9:15am Bible 

Study & Story—

Keepers 

10:30am Wor-

ship 

9 

Church office 

closed 

5:30pm Al-

Anon 

7:00pm Wom-

en’s Bible Study 

10 

7pm Executive 

Meeting 

11 

7pm Choir Prac-

tice 

12 

10:30am Bible 

Study 

5:15pm Al-Anon 

8:00pm AA 

13 

1030am M & W 

Planning 

Meeting 

14 

Altar Guild 

6:00pm AA 

Meeting 

15 

8:00am Wor-

ship 

9:15am Bible 

Study & Story-

Keepers 

10:30am Wor-

ship 

16 

Church office 

closed 

5:30pm Al-

Anon 

 

17 

7pm Council 

Meeting 

18 

7pm Choir Prac-

tice 

19 

10:30am Bible 

Study 

5:15pm Al-Anon 

6:00pm Birthday 

Dinner 

8:00pm AA 

20 

3pm M & W 

Planning 

Meeting 

21 

Altar Guild 

6:00pm AA 

Meeting 

22 

8:00am Wor-

ship 

9:15am Bible 

Study & Story-

Keepers 

10:30am Wor-

ship 

23 

Church office 

closed 

11am-1pm 

Knotty Ladies 

5:30pm Al-

Anon 

7:00pm Wom-

en’s Bible Study 

24 

 

25 

7pm Choir Prac-

tice 

26 

1030am Bible 

Study 

5:15pm Al-Anon 

8:00pm AA 

27 

1030am M & W 

Planning 

Meeting 

28 

Altar Guild 

6:00pm AA 

Meeting 

29 

10:00am Wor-

ship 

Annual Congre-

gational Meeting 

30 

Church office 

closed 

5:30pm Al-

Anon 

 

31 

 

    


